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Rebecca L. Taibleson
Judicial Nominee to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit
Summary of Concerns!

Both Taibleson and her husband, Benjamin Taibleson,! have donated to Democrat politicians
and/or_judicial candidates. In 2022, Taibleson donated to ActBlue for former Democratic
Senator Joe Manchin.? Her husband donated to Texans for Beto in 2024, Joe Biden for
President,* Kamala Harris for Senate via Act Blue,® and other Democrat politicians.®

Bloomberg Law reported Taibleson was jointly recommended for nomination to the Seventh
Circuit in 2025 by the bi-partisan judicial nominating commission of Senators Ron Johnson
(R-WI) and Tammy Baldwin (D-WI).” According to iVoterGuide, Senator Baldwin is a “verified
liberal.”® Bloomberg quoted that Baldwin has warned President Trump that “it would be ill-
advised of the president to do his own [judicial selection] process when we [Senators Baldwin and

Johnson] have one set up.”

Taibleson was listed as counsel on President Biden’s defense team in a case defending the
government’s ability to forgive federal student loans.'° The case was voluntarily dismissed after
the Supreme Court enjoined the program.'!

Taibleson and her husband are members of or affiliated with the politically liberal
Congregation Emanu-El B’ne Jeshurun (“CEEBJ”) that promotes LGBTQ+ ideologies,
abortion, and leftist “Get out the Vote” organizations.

e The Taiblesons’ anniversary is listed in a July 2025 CEEBIJ bulletin,'? and they were listed as
volunteers at the congregation in 2018."3

e The most prominent statement at the top of the homepage for the congregation describes it
being pro “LGBTQ+;”!* the website also states that the congregation hosts guest speakers on
a range of issues, including “immigration, reproductive rights ....”"°

e Additionally, the congregation promotes its affiliation with the judicially-activist Union for

Reform Judaism (“URJ”) which proudly epposes the judicial philosophy of originalism

i This “Summary of Concerns” only details concerns. Other information is forthcoming and will be available in a
longer document here. This summary was issued before the Senate Judiciary Committee hearing and before the release
of the Committee Questionnaire. This document does not include all available information and was produced through
a coalition research cooperative between AFA Action’s Center for Judicial Renewal and Judicial Action Group.

This research summary was produced through a coalition research cooperative between
AFA Action’s Center for Judicial Renewal and Judicial Action Group. This summary is not intended to be
comprehensive and may not always contain the latest developments.


https://afaaction.net/cjr/judges/rebecca-taibleson/?alttemplate=pendingjudge

because it prevents their political positions on abortion, transgenderism, guns, and separation

of church and state.'®

o URIJ opposes the judicial philosophy of originalism: “Judge Barrett's confirmation
would place an ‘originalist’ majority on the Court . . . . that would likely undercut and
reverse positions for which we have fought in Congress and espoused in the courts for
much of the past century.” They also opposed Barrett on the ground that she had
“restrictive views of existing legal rights of transgender individuals.”!’

o UJR opposed Justice Kavanaugh, arguing he would “curtail women’s reproductive
rights, weaken workers’ rights, oppose gun violence prevention measures, threaten the
protections of freedom of religion by breaking down the separation of church and
state, challenge environmental protections, and undermine voting rights.”'8

o URIJ promotes “all gender identities and gender expressions,”' and “[u]rges the
adoption and implementation of legislation and policies that prevent discrimination
based on gender identity and expression.*

e In 2024 and presently, CEEBJ encourages “Volunteer Opportunities” with “Get out the Vote”
election partners — all of which are liberal: “Wisconsin Faith Voices for Justice, Souls to the
Polls, and WIVEC — Wisconsin Interfaith Voter Engagement Campaign.”?!

o Wisconsin Faith Voices for Justice, a radical pro-LGBT group, states, /W]/e cannot and
will not remain silent in the face of injustice towards our LGBTQ+ colleagues,
congregants, family, friends, and neighbors.”* Citizens are asked to “reach out to
[their] representatives,”?® with a link to a page entitled, “Tell the Senate to Protect
Trans Health.*

o WIVEC is hosting an October 2025 talk: “Confronting Christian Nationalism.”*

o “Souls to the Polls WI” in a not-so-veiled shot at President Trump opposes “[a]
whirlwind of executive orders and policies ... attacking Medicaid and Medicare, and
threatening even more .... When election season comes, you’ll know who stood behind

these policies—and who is truly looking out for your best interests.”?°

It appears that the rabbi whom the Taiblesons chose to perform their wedding currently
serves at a pro-LGBT congregation.?’ Rabbi Lyle A. Fishman married the Taiblesons; it appears
that he is the same Lyle A. Fishman who is rabbi emeritus at Ohr Kodesh Congregation,?® which
is overtly pro-transgender, has a rainbow menorah on its website, an “LGBTQ Inclusion Task

Force,” and states that it partners with “a leading national LGBTQ advocacy organization . . . to
9929

support and advocate for the LGBTQ community.

In 2019, Taibleson donated to the Milwaukee Jewish Federation (“MJF”’), which promotes
liberal political positions on transgenderism, marriage, life, and other issues.>’

e The Jewish Community Relations Council (“JCRC”), is “a core function of the Milwaukee
Jewish Federation;*! it released a “Position Statement on LGBTQ+ Rights” that promotes
“the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer ... communities . . . . 7*



e MIJF also hosts a group for LGBT individuals and “allies” called “J-Pride Milwaukee.”*
e The JCRC opposed constitutionalism and life when it “decrie[d]” the Supreme Court’s Dobbs
holding that there is no constitutional right to end the life of an unborn child in an abortion.>*
o The JCRC asserted, “The JCRC supports an individual’s right to make their own
reproductive choices.”*> The statement concluded: “The JCRC will work for universal
access to safe and affordable reproductive health care . ... May we all gather our

strength during this painful moment. . . .
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